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Introduction by Muse the Mouse, our History and Heritage expert!
The Animates: River of Life provides opportunities for pupils to develop their history and heritage understanding by exploring concepts linked to Merseyside’s maritime industries and their heritage. Through activities exploring local historic events and places across the Liverpool City Region, pupils can make connections to understand how instrumental our maritime industries and sector have been in shaping the history and heritage of our city.
Objectives
· Understand how the Liverpool City Region has been shaped and influenced by people’s lives and the wider world throughout history.
· Gain historic perspective by placing newly gained knowledge into local and regional perspective.
· KS1 – Learning about events beyond living memory. Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
· KS2 – A local history study, a study of Liverpool City Region. 

Activities
The River That Built a City
Explain: The Mersey has always been at the heart of Liverpool’s story. This is why you will hear the phrase “The River of Life runs straight through our hearts” repeated in the story.
To explain what this means, show pupils old and modern pictures of the River Mersey (sailing ships, ferries, docks, container ships).

Ask pupils: What’s the same? What’s different?
(Refer to the Tall Ships on page 9 and Cammell Laird’s ships through the ages on page 29)
Explain that a constant theme is the ships: although they have changed over time, they were the key to making Liverpool a port. A port is a city or town that has a harbour along the sea or river. A harbour is a sheltered area of water where ships can load or unload. Over 90% of everything we eat, wear or play with arrives by sea.
Extension activity: Pupils choose a moment in time to look at the significance of the Port of Liverpool, such as the Industrial Revolution, the 16th century (trading sugar/tobacco with America), the Slave Trade, or World War II.
Teacher note: Can this support a current topic you are already studying?

Bella and Bertie: How Did the Liver Birds Get Their Name?
Throughout the story, there are many images of the Liverpool skyline, with the most well-known building being the majestic Liver Building.
Its first sighting in the book is on the front cover and it is seen several times throughout.
Ask pupils: How many times can you spot the Liver Buildings in the story?
Ask pupils if they have seen the Liver Buildings before - perhaps they have driven or walked past them in town.
· Facts and Figures:
The Liver Birds have adorned the building since 1911 (the Royal Liver Building was constructed in 1908).
· Did you know that the birds have no resemblance to any known bird species?
· A Liver Bird, of some description, has been on the official seal of the city since the earliest surviving impressions of Liverpool’s corporate seal back in 1352, which is now housed in the British Museum.
· The majestic birds, known as Bertie and Bella, were constructed by sculptor Carl Bernard Bartels.
· Each is 18 feet tall and weighs 7 tons.
· One looks out over the city, the other over the River Mersey.
· According to popular legend, Bertie looks over the city, symbolising protection over the people of Liverpool, while Bella watches the sea, welcoming incoming sailors to the port.
So how did they get their names? Well, the truth is that no one really knows!
Ask pupils to create a story about why they think the birds are called these names.
What would they name them if they had the choice?
Extension: Ask pupils to design their own mythical bird or creature.



Let’s Get Down to Business
Complete the following quiz with pupils about the history of the businesses mentioned throughout the story.
All answers can be found in the book!
· How long has the port stood in Liverpool / when was the first wet dock built? Over 300 years (page 14)
· What year did the company Bibby Marine first form? 1807 (page 20)
· How long have Cammell Lairds been engineering ships for? Over 200 years (page 30)
· How long has Mersey Maritime been supporting maritime companies? Over 20 years (page 42)
· How quickly did Cammell Laird build boats during World War II? They built a ship every 21 days to meet demand in WWII (page 42)
· Cammell Laird are currently building a new Mersey Ferry. It will be the first new ferry in how long? 60 years (page 30)
Extension activity: Why not ask Bam Bam! Visit Ask Bam Bam | The Animates and ask our Bam Bam to tell you a fact about each business mentioned throughout the story. 
Alternatively, chose one business and complete a deep dive into them. Visit their website to find out more about when they started, have they always done the same job? etc
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